The Newsletter of Dallas Primary School and Kindergarten Number: 23 Wednesday, 12" August, 2009

Wednesday |

N it
R

Weekly

&

Valerie Karaitiana School Council President: Michelle Thomas

Amanda Henning  Lynne Gunning
Pina Stefanatos Andre Jack

Principal:
Assistant Principals:

Kindergarten Teachers:

Business Manager: Maureen Maunders

9309 1181 Website  http://www.dallas.ps.vic.edu.au/

Mission Statement
“To provide a safe and positive learning community where student success and achievement are our goals”

Dallas Diary

Monday 17th August  parents and Friends Meeting

Thursday 13th August  Grade 3/4 Excursion to Immigration Museum
18th & 19th August

24th Aug — 28th Aug

AUGUST

‘Responsible Pets Program’ visiting Year 4 Kindergarten
Book Week

ROCK EISTEDDFOD SUCCESS!

PRINCIPAL’S COLUMN

On Friday, 7" August Dallas
Primary School and Kindergarten
took part in the Junior Rock
Eisteddfod Challenge at Hisense
Arena. 68 children from Years 3
through to 6 had been rehearsing
since first term to make our
performance entitled “Moods” the
best performance possible. Our
hard work was rewarded when we
received three  Awards  of
Excellence on the night. These
are awarded by the judges and
require a score of more than 8 out
of 10 to be successful. Dallas
received the following awards:

Award of Excellence In
Performance Skill

Award of Excellence in
Costume Characterisation

Award of Excellence In
Concept — includes use
of the stage area, entrances
and exits, how the performers
work with the seats and props
and placement and movement
of the sets.

I would like to thank all of the
people in our school community
that have given their time and
effort to ensure that our
performance represented not only
our school but the Broadmeadows
area with pride and skill. Our Rock
Eisteddfod student team was
accompanied on the day by an
adult team consisting of teachers,
parents and relatives of teachers.

It has been a long build up to the
performance and | would like to thank
the entire school staff who have been
so supportive of our entry by giving up
time to help with painting sets, taking
extra duties and attending on the
night.

Thanks also to School Council for
giving the support and financial
assistance that allowed our entry
to be of such a high standard.

And finally to the students who
performed with all their hearts and
souls on the night. Thank you for
giving everything you had and
much more. You should be very
proud of yourselves.

The Performing Arts will continue
to go from strength to strength in
our school. We ask for the
ongoing support of our whole
school community to make Dallas
Primary School and Kindergarten
the leading Performing Arts
School in our area!

Congratulations to Miss Chrystal
Sumpton for her enthusiasm and
skill ensuring that the Performing
Arts program continues to be such
a success.

Also a big thank you for all the
teachers, parents and students
that assisted in preparing our
students for the night of their lives!

Valerie Karaitiana
Principal

“K-6 Learning Centre ~ Striving for Excellence”

- Kindergarten to Year 6 - Before and After School Care




Kindergarten Report
4 Year Program.

Next week the Responsible Pet
Program will be visiting the 4 year
kindergarten. This program
introduces the children to pet safety
and care. Many children do not have
experience with pets such as cats,
dogs and rabbits at home, so they
may not be aware of the safe ways to
approach animals. Raelene, from the
programme, will be coming to the
kindergarten with one of her dogs.

These dogs are quiet and calm dogs,
trained to be around children and to
obey their owner's commands. The
children will listen to Raelene discuss
safety and care around dogs, as well
as singing dog safety songs. This
year, we have also included a pet
safety session for our families, which
will coincide with the children's
session.

Please remember to provide
suitable coats and hats for every
session . Please bring a WATER
BOTTLE as well.

Andre Jack & Pina Stefanatos
Kindergarten Teachers
Prep Report

The Preps are having a wonderful
time reading and learning about
different fairytales. We have been
busy making puppets, face masks and
some preps have even made real
gingerbread men!

Thank-you to all the parents who have
been contributing boxes and
magazines for our children to use. The
preps have been very creative with
these boxes, creating such things as
binoculars, buses and hamburgers.
Once finished children are eager to
write about what they made and how
they made it.

The high frequency words in students’
black folders are still a major focus, so
keep practising at home. Both
teachers and parents have seen the
huge difference in progress when
children practise at home too.

Please remember that all children
must come to school on time and
wearing FULL school uniform.

Have a lovely week!

Mervet Ali - Grade Prep Teacher
Year 1 and 2 Report

The grade 1/2 area has been
demonstrating their learning about the
sea through various activities.
Through play based activities, craft
activities and writing. They are
preparing their knowledge base for the
upcoming excursion to the aquarium.
The 1/2 area has been focusing on
play activities relating to number and
counting. It would be fantastic if
parents could think of fun games for
the students to play at home relating

to counting. For example how many
chair legs are there in our house? Or
how many steps does it take to get
from your bedroom to the kitchen?

Mr Sterling - Grade 1/2 Teacher
Year 3 and 4 Report

What a fabulous week that has just
gone by!! JRock was an incredibly
successful event whereby all the
students  who  were involved
performed well beyond our
expectations when it comes to both
their performance and behaviour. It
was a much anticipated day. The
children were all very excited and
could barely wait. Upon arrival at
Hisense Arena the students were
shown to their dressing rooms before
we all met for a morning production
meeting where we all danced up a
storm!! After this we had our 2 on
stage practises which ran smoothly —
surprisingly all the children adapted to
the large stage dimensions and did
really well during their practise runs.

During the rest of the day we watched
some other schools practise, played
some games and prepared for the
performance that night. By the time
show time came around Dallas
Primary School and Kindergarten
were revved up and ready to dance up
a storm. Backstage worked co-
operatively and quickly to make sure
that all the sets were ready to go. As
the curtains rose the stage came to
life with our incredibly talented
performers!! | am so proud of all of
you!! On the night we received 3
awards including performance skill

(all the hard work payed off), concept
and costume — characterisation.

Overall it was an extremely successful
event that you should al be very proud
of (I know I am). Well done to you all
and bring on 2010!!

Also, grade 3/4 team will be going on
an excursion to the Immigration
Museum on Thursday the 13" of
August so please be sure to pack your
child a good lunch with plenty of
snacks. Full uniform is required on this
day in order for students to attend. It is
going to be a great day where we will
all learn a lot of new things, so come
prepared with your thinking caps on!

Chrystal Sumpton- Grade 3/4 Teacher
Year 5 and 6 Report

The students in the grade 5/6 area
have been working hard on a number
of creative projects this year. The
grades 5 students are currently
working with Glenn Dixon, a film
maker and photographer. Glenn works
at our school each Wednesday and
Thursday. He is currently teaching the
students about camera angles,
lighting effects and  recording
software. In the coming weeks, many
students will have the chance to take

a flip video home to capture part of
their life outside of school hours.

Each Thursday, Davia McMillan, a
mosaic artist, is working with the
grade 6 students. Davia worked with
4/5A last year to create the beautiful
mosaic outside the Performing Arts
Room. This year Davia and the grade
6 students are creating a sculpture.
The sculpture shape is complete and
the cementing process will begin
shortly. In the coming weeks, students
will design and create their own tiles
to attach to the sculpture.

Michelle Meracis — Grade 5/6 Team
Community Hub

Parent and Friends of the School
Meeting

Monday August 17th at 9.30am -
11.00am we will be having a meeting
in the staffroom. All welcome. A
financial counsellor from Uniting Care
will be coming to discuss what
services are available. Please contact
me if you would like any questions
added to the agenda.

On Thursday 20th August a
representative from Spectrum training
will be coming to inform parents about
funding for courses. It will commence
at 11.00 am in room one of the hub.

A public meeting is being held at
Dallas Shopping Centre on Saturday
15th at 11.00 am regarding new
zoning laws to Hume residents in
Dallas and Broadmeadows.

Please feel free to come and see what
is on offer in your community.

Marilyn Parker - Hub Coordinator

Knitting Club

Every week we have a knitting
club at school. As it is so popular
we are running out of wool. We
would love any donations of wool
that you can make. All donations
can be given to Melissa Blair or
Jane Kernaghan.

U3A
Hume U3A have published a recipe
book, the cost is $15.00. If you are
interested please place your name on
the list in the Hub office.

Margaret Allen - Publicity Officer

“K-6 Learning Centre ~ Striving for Excellence”
- Kindergarten to Year 6
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