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Meet the Teacher  

 

Last week we had our first Meet the Teacher   

evenings.  Forming positive relationships with  

students involves learning about what they do  

outside of school.  These meetings allow staff and  

parents to share valuable insights into each  

student so that we can achieve the best learning outcomes.  We encour-
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WEEK 6  

6th March School Photos 

 

WEEK 7 

9th March  PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

WEEK 8 

18th March  

Curriculum Day (No School) 

 

WEEK 9 

27th March End of Term 
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Learning Spaces   

 

Each day learning commences at 9am  in every learning space.   Parents and 

guardians are welcome to speak to  teachers  before and after school.   For 

appointments to speak to staff you can contact the front office and a staff  will 

return your call to arrange a suitable meeting time.   We ask that parents and 

guardians  wait outside the learning spaces until the afternoon bell rings.   

 

Attendance 

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s  

education. Students learn new things at school every day – missing school 
puts them behind. We all want our students to get a great education, and the 
building blocks for a great education begin with students coming to school 
each and every day. 

 

If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental 

skills that will set them up for success in the later years of school. There is 

no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses 
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 Attendance cont……. 

 

Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading. 

Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in the early years of school will 

often continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower test scores than their classmates. It’s vi-

tal that students go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school.  

 

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as 

possible. 

 

 

 
AUSLAN PROGRAM 

Our AUSLAN Language Program has commenced.  We welcome Melissa Bryson to our school who has 

been teaching AUSLAN for many years.   

 

What is Auslan? 

Auslan is Australian Sign Language, the native language of the Australian Deaf community, and is a visual-

spatial, natural language with its own grammar and vocabulary. Auslan has linguistic elements, such as 

hand shapes (including orientation, location and movement), non-manual features (including eye gaze, facial 

expressions, arm, head and body postures) and fingerspelling. Auslan also has its own grammar, which is 

different from English. Auslan grammar is composed of precise hand shapes, facial expressions and body 

movements that convey concrete and abstract information. Key Word Sign is different to Auslan. Key Word 

Sign is a communication system using single Auslan signs to support spoken language for individuals with 

communication and language delays.  

 

Benefits of learning Auslan  

 Sign language can:  

 enhance children’s educational and personal development  

 increase memory retention and  processing 

 stimulate brain development and mental flexibility  
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Literacy 

During Reading sessions, students have been continuing to explore books and book handling skills 

(front cover, back cover, spines, reading from left to right etc.). Students have created numerous class books 

together about various topics. During writing sessions, students continue exploring the first letter of their 

name and identifying these in sentences.  

 

 

 

 

Numeracy 

During numeracy, students are continuing to practice counting from 0 to 10 through songs, rhymes and 

books. Students are beginning to explore two-dimensional shape and went on a shape walk to identify the 

shapes in our school.  

 

 

 

 

Inquiry 

Foundation students are continuing to explore our new topic on Marvellous Me. They have been practising 

responding to our big question, “What makes me, me?” and identifying their likes and dislikes. Students are 

also beginning to explore Occupations during Developmental Play, including being doctors, hairdressers and 

builders. 

 

 

The Foundation Team are excited to announce that the cohort has been accepted to participate in a research 

study with the University of Melbourne. The study looks at the benefits of practicing mindfulness in the class-

room and is a fantastic opportunity. Information packs and consent letters were sent out this week and we 

strongly encourage parents to bring them back to their teachers. 

 

 

FOUNDATION 
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YEAR 1 
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In Grade One students have been working very hard to improve their ability to read, write and make words that 

they commonly come across in the stories that they read. In writing we have been working very hard to add more 

detail and information to our recount writing. Students have begun to explore adjectives and learnt about WOW 

words they can add to improve their writing. 

 

In numeracy students have continued to work on their knowledge of time. We have made fantastic progress in 

our understanding of making o’clock time on analogue clocks and begun to explore making digital times. 

 

In Auslan students have had an amazing time learning simple phrases, such as, good morning and thank you. Stu-

dent have also been learning to sign their own names and are eagerly practising this skill each day. 

 

Each Wednesday there is a cohort assembly held in the central courtyard to share and celebrate each of our 

weekly achievements. All families are welcome to join us outside from 3pm. 

       



YEAR 2 
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In literacy, students have begun writing autobiographies. They are working on including fasci-
nating and relevant information, and writing their ideas in chronological order. They have learnt 
about the life of author, Roald Dahl and examined a short biography about his life. Students have 
identified interesting words in texts and are listing synonyms to extend their understanding of 
these words. 
 
In mathematics, students have begun working on addition and subtraction and are beginning to 
see the connection between the two. They are working to identify the two parts that make a 
whole and investigating the effect of taking one part away from the whole. Students are also 
working on vocabulary linked with location and direction. They have given and followed direc-
tions to specific places. 
 
In inquiry, students are exploring how their strengths can help others. They are asking questions 
of themselves and their peers to identify each other’s unique contributions to the class and 
school.  
 
Parents and carers are welcome to join us for our Foundation to Grade 2 assembly each Wednes-
day at 3:00pm in the courtyard (just outside the purple building). Selected students are awarded, 

 
Word of the day 

 
Our strengths 

 
Comparing our 

strengths 



YEAR 3 
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Literacy  
In reading we are learning to find word meaning in context. Students are encouraged to use synonyms 
to work out meanings of unfamiliar words. In writing, we are still working on persuasive texts and ex-
panding ideas for our arguments. Students are modelled to use topic-related words in their writing.  
 

Please encourage your child to read each night, and to complete the weekly homework.   
  
Numeracy  
We are learning about Australian coins and notes. Students will learn to add coins and work out the 
changes. At school, we will practise skip counting with a range of coins. At home, we strongly encourage 
parents to offer opportunities with your child to count assorted coins too. 
  
Inquiry  
This term our inquiry topic is What Keeps Us Well. Many students have already started to ask their lines 
of inquiry. For instance, some students are interested in finding out what might happen if we don’t 
have enough sleep, and other students would like to investigate about healthy food choices. We look 



YEAR 4 

Respect     Pride    Trust     Perseverance  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 4 we are participating in Author study. 4A are reading and analysing Mem Fox text, 4B is reading Emily Gra-

vett texts and 4C are reading Julia Donaldson texts. Students are looking forward to rotating these authors next 

term. 

In writing we have been working very hard to improve our understanding of the elements of an Information 

(descriptive) Report. Students are working to improve their writing by conferencing with a teacher and then adding 

to their piece of writing. Below is a sample of work from one student. The left shows the first attempt and the other 

3 show the changes that have been made after a conference. 

In Numeracy students have continued to work on their knowledge of capacity. We have made fantastic progress in 

our understanding of units of measurement. We have had opportunities to immerse in hands hands-on-activities 

In Auslan students have been engaged in learning how to sign the alphabet, learning simple phrases, such as, good 

morning and thank you. Student have been having great fun playing bingo.   

 



YEAR 5 
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 Inquiry: 

The students in the year 5 area have been busy learning about the physical, social, emotional and intellectual changes through-

out life. We have been exploring the human body as well as investigating the definition of social health. Students had a chance 

to create their own line of inquiry, and are excited to learn about their chosen idea throughout the term.  

 

Numeracy: 

During our Numeracy lessons, we have been encouraging students to use a range of mental and written strategies to solve sub-

traction problems. Students have used hands on materials to regroup numbers while learning to solve written problems. It has 

been great to see the quality of year 5 book work throughout the area.   

 

Literacy: 

The six plus one writing traits have been the main focus of our Literacy program. Each day, students have studied and dissected 

each trait and have acknowledged how authors use them when writing. They are beginning to add their new found knowledge 

to their persuasive written pieces which also link to our inquiry focus of physical health.  



YEAR 6 
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 Literacy 

 

Year 6 students have been working on finding specific words in the text and being able to give 

definitions for them. Students have been using little people Big Dreams series books searching 

for key words and information. Students have also been continuing to work on their infor-

mation reports, focusing on our in inquiry topic as a theme.  

Numeracy 

                           

Students have been exploring number and place value using MAB and place value charts. Stu-

dents have also been building their understanding of rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 

and 1000. Students have also been working on Time and focusing on elapsed time and dura-

tion. 

Inquiry 

   



COMMUNITY HUB 
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For further information, please contact Susan Van Wyk, Hub Coordinator, Dallas Community 
Hub.Hours: Tuesday 9am-4.30pm, Thursday 8am-3.30pm, Friday 8am-3.30pm Tel 9309-1181 
or Fatima Ghazzoui-Hub Coordinator, Wednesday 8am-2.30 pm  

Volunteers 

We need volunteers in the hub .  If you are interested in becoming a volunteer please come to the hub and 

speak to Fatima or Susan. 

Adult Swimming lessons 

If you are interested in learning to swim, please contact Fatima or Susan. Lessons take place on a Tuesday 

morning at Broadmeadows Leisure Centre. $10 per session. 

Toy Library  

All children under the age of 5 years are able to borrow a toy for free for two weeks                  

Please note new day and time: Tuesday 1130 am -1200 pm  

 Playgroup 

Playgroups are on a Monday and Tuesday. The morning sessions are from 10 am -11.30am and after-

noon sessions from 12.30pm -2.00pm 

Places are filling up fast so please come to the Playgroup in the Upfield kindergarten room and join a 

group as soon as possible. 

Conversational English Class 

Free English Classes are run on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.15am-12.15pm. 

Building Solutions-In Arabic 

Free program 

Solutions to all your parenting questions. 

Starting on Thursday 20/02/20 from: 10am-12.00pm 

Limited childcare available 

Please call Hanan on 93015250 or email womenshouse@anglicarevic.org.au 

Breakfast club: All children in the school are invited to attend breakfast club at the hub for free on a Wednes-

day, Thursday and Friday morning from 8.15 am -8.45am.   

Craft Club:   

Welcome back to Craft Club.  This term we are focusing on sewing.  We have already started and learned 
how to shorten a dress.  Our next project is sewing a cushion cover.  If you like to learn about sewing and 
enjoy making new things please come along, have a cup of tea/coffee and enjoy the friendly environ-
ment.  Everyone is welcome.  Please bring along your family members and /neighbours.  

Craft Club is every Friday morning during term time from 915am -1100am 



ADVERTISING  
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