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Compass Online Communication Tool 

Dallas Brooks Community Primary School will be transitioning to Compass an 

online tool by June 1st 2020.  This online tool will  enhance communication be-

tween parents, students and the school. This tool is web based, which means that it 

can be accessed using any internet enabled device. Our Compass website will al-

low parents to do things such as: 

 Check their child’s  attendance at school. This includes being able to approve 

absences, and receive text messages when their child is absent without approv-

al. 

 Monitor their child’s progress at school. Student reports are available online 

 See bulletin notices and receive text message notification about important news 

items. 

 Book interview times for parent/teacher/student conferences. 

 

Whilst we transition to Compass all newsletters and notes will still be placed on  

Flexibuzz.  You will be provided with your own log in information for Compass.  

On the 1st June we will no longer be using FlexiBuzz.   

 

 

http://www.dallasps.vic.edu.au
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Learning Starts at 9am 
 

 
Lateness  
The teaching staff have raised some concern that many students are arriving late for school on a fairly 
regular basis. Unfortunately, this is a situation that can have a negative effect on the education of not 
only those students who are late, but also the other students in the class.  
 
What impact does being late have on the student?  
Students who are late miss a lot of instructions and information about what is happening, not to men-
tion important learning situations. This means that they have to catch up somehow. It’s like being late 
to see a movie and not being able to understand what’s happening because you don’t know who the 
characters are and what the plot is.  
Students can feel unsettled, disorganized and unhappy for the rest of the day and it can take them 
some time to complete and understand the work that they have missed.  
 
How does it affect the other students in the class?  
Students who are late have an unsettling effect on the rest of the class. Because not all late students 
arrive at once, the interruptions go on until the last student is settled. Students who are late often have 
things that need to be done prior to them joining the class and this causes even more disruption. 
Sometimes other students have to wait to get the teachers attention and important issues can be for-
gotten.  
 
 
Why does student lateness cause difficulties for the teacher?  
 
The teacher has a certain amount of material and activities to cover each lesson. Also, organizational  
issues are usually dealt with at the beginning of the day. Teachers can become increasingly frustrated 
when late students continually and repeatedly interrupt their planned routines, as they have to stop  
teaching to deal with the issues involved.  We are all human. Cars can beak down and unexpected  
situations can occur. We know that family morning routines are not always straightforward. If you are  
experiencing problems, speak to us, as we may be able to offer suggestions to help.  We are happy to  
accept that students will be late on the odd occasion because of unforeseen circumstances. However,  
arriving late on a regular basis is not ideal for any child.  
 
Remember  
Being half an hour late to school each day from prep to year 10 adds up to missing the equivalent of one 

year and one and a half terms of school.  All children who arrive late to school need to come to the front of-

fice to sign in.   

 



NEW ENROLMENTS 

New enrolments welcome Foundation to Year 6 - Enrolments for 2020 are now being accepted.  

Please see office staff for details of enrolment. 

CHANGE OF DETAILS 

Please inform the School Office if any personal details change. It is important that if telephone 

numbers change that the school can contact parents and guardians. Likewise, if emergency con-

tacts alter please inform us. If you want someone to pick up your child, please ensure you have 

informed the school in person so that person can be added to the emergency list for picking up 

your child. 

CSEF – APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 

APPLY NOW:    CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund) applications available at the office.    

If you have a current, Health Care Card or Concession Card please see us to complete your form 

OFFICE NEWS 
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS  

If you are still looking for a kindergarten place for 2020 please Kirti at the Northern Schools Early 
Years Cluster office on 93061662. 

 

We have had a busy few weeks within our kindergarten spaces with lots of new families joining the service 

and with the start up of our 3 year old kindergarten program on a Tuesday. We still have some kindergarten 

places available for 2020. If you would like more information on enrolling in either the 3 year old or 4 year 

old kindergarten groups please contact the Northern Schools Early Years Cluster Office on 93061662 

Over the last few weeks we have been focusing on building the children’s independence and encouraging 

them to make safe choices in their play. We have been using the ‘Seemore Safety” program to help support 

this futher. We have also made a book in our Green Group around ways we are safe at kinder which the chil-

dren have enjoyed adding to each day.  

The children have particularly enjoyed lots of sensory play opportunities including playdough, shaving cream 

play and water play. Sensory play allows for the children to extend upon their fine motor development as 

well as their social interactions and language development through their engagement here whilst it being 

fun! 

Dallas and Upfield Kindergartens encourage a Healthy Eating message throughout eating times during the 

kindergarten day. Please ensure your child’s lunch box contains nutritious, healthy snacks and lunches. Please 

do not place any chocolate coated biscuits or bars, Nutella sandwiches, cordials, fruit juices, lollies, roll ups 

etc.  



 

 

 

During Reading sessions, students have begun learning phonics start with letters S, M, A and T. Students have     

been engaging with these letters during reading sessions. Students have also begun writing about their developmen-

tal play experiences, for example, I played with the Lego blocks.   

 

 

 

During numeracy, students are continuing to practice counting from 0 to 10 through songs, rhymes and books.  

Students are beginning to explore two-dimensional shape and beginning to sort shapes based on what they look 

like. 

 

 

 

Foundation students are continuing to explore our new topic on Marvellous Me. They have been practising  

responding to our big question, “What makes me, me?” and have identified what they are good at and why. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOUNDATION 
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LITERACY 

NUMERACY 

INQUIRY 



 

 

 

In Grade One students have continued to explore the vocabulary that we use in our reading and 
writing. Students have learnt about nouns, verbs and adjectives. They have thought about the ways 
in which they describe themselves and things that they enjoy, such as, students in 1D wrote the sen-
tences ‘I love art, where I can draw glittery pictures’ and ‘I love science where I can explore tricky 
experiments’. We have also been linking this learning to our developmental play curriculum through 
encouraging students to discuss and describe their explorations in readiness for their writing ses-
sions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In mathematics students have continued to build their understanding of place value. They are now 
able to identify the number of tens and ones in a number with some students exploring three digit 
numbers. We have also enjoyed learning about collected and graphing data. Students have used 
this opportunity to create charts and interview their fellow classmates about their favourite things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In inquiry students have continued to explore the concept of ‘being unique’. They have developed 
questions to ask a partner about what is unique to them. Students have begun to interview each oth-
er and explore ways of recording their information in charts and through using digital technology, 
such as, iPads and microphones. 

 

 

YEAR ONE 
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LITERACY 

INQUIRY 

NUMERACY 



 

 

 

In Literacy, the students have continued to write their autobiographies and are looking to improve their 
word choice. Students have been able to record important information. Our new author study is Pamela 
Allen. The students have enjoyed reading her stories and finding out about the inspirations to her amaz-
ing stories. Students have continued to identify interesting and amazing words using their understand-
ing of synonyms. 

 

 

 

In mathematics, students have continued to further explore the concepts of addition and subtraction 
and being able to show a range of strategies to help work out number problems as well as worded 
problems. Students have also enjoyed exploring location and direction. They were able to apply these 
strategies to many games and have created their own maps to show their knowledge. 

 

 

In Inquiry, students have identified their strengths. They are beginning to identify open questions and 
use these to interview friends about their strengths and how these can help people in our school com-
munity. Students made a collage to demonstrate their understanding of their strengths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents and carers are welcome to join us for our Foundation to Grade 2 assembly each Wednesday at 
3:00pm in the courtyard (just outside the purple building). Selected students are awarded, ‘Student of 
the Week,’ for each class for their outstanding efforts. It is wonderful to see so many parents already 
attending. 
 
Reminder that homework and home reading  is due every Friday in 2C. 
In 2A and 2B, homework is due on Friday and readers every Monday. 

YEAR TWO 
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LITERACY 

INQUIRY 

NUMERACY 



 

 

 

In literacy we are learning to distinguish between facts and opinions. Students will then use facts to sup-
port their persuasive writing and voice their opinions through strong emotive words. Our class Thesau-
rus and Tier Words Book are going well as students have been adding words and expanding their vo-
cabulary every day. 
 

Please encourage your child to read each night, and to complete the weekly homework.   
 

 

 

 

We are learning about 2D and 3D shapes. Students loved to build their own cubes, rectangular prisms 
and pyramids. It was great to see students engaging in a range of construction activities and using 
mathematical terms to describe the features of their 3D shapes.   
 

 

 
 
 
 

This term our inquiry topic is What Keeps Us Well. Many students have started investigating their lines 
of inquiry and finding answers to their questions. We have offered students with a range of materials, 
including books, magazines and videos to facilitate their investigation. Look forward to their findings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR THREE 
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LITERACY 

INQUIRY 

NUMERACY 



 

 

In year 4, we are beginning to incorporate Julia Donaldson books into our daily reading routines. 
Students are focusing on identifying figurative language such as similes, metaphors and hyperbole 
texts. Students are encouraged to imagine what the writer wants to express, through comparison of 
one thing to another. 

 

 

 

 

During mathematics, we have been expanding four digit numbers. Expanding the numbers allowed 
students to look at a number and identify the value of each digit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have been writing information reports based on their inquiry unit. We have broken down 
the process of how to write a paragraph using the  “hamburger display” and its layers, which include 
an introduction, 2-4 explanations and a conclusion. Students have developed a writing piece using 
the special ingredients of the hamburger. 

 

 

 

A BIG question? How BIG are we talking? Well our grade 4’s have got that answer for you!  
In inquiry, all students are allocated in inquiry groups (different topics) of their own choice. We have 
developed a BIG question for students to begin the journey of their research. The question is based 
on their inquiry unit topic and its benefit towards our school and students.  

YEAR FOUR 
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LITERACY 

INQUIRY 

NUMERACY 



COMMUNITY HUB 
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 News from the Hub                                                              

This term we are focusing on sewing.  We have already started and learned how to shorten a dress.  
Our next project is sewing a cushion cover.  If you like to learn about sewing and enjoy making new 
things please come along, have a cup of tea/coffee and enjoy the friendly environment.  Everyone is 
welcome.  Please bring along your family members and /neighbours.  

Cushion -Cover made in Craft/Sewing Club  

Playgroup 

Playgroups are on a Monday and Tuesday. The morning sessions are from 10 am -11.30am and after-
noon sessions from 12.30-2.00pm 
 
Conversational English Class 

Free English Classes are run on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.15-12.15pm. 
 

Building Solutions 

 Solutions to all your parenting questions. 

 In Arabic 

 Starting on Thursday 13/02/20 from:9.15am-12.15pm 

Limited childcare available 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
All children in the school are invited to attend breakfast club at the hub on a Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday morning from 8.15 am -8.45am. 
 
Craft Club 

On Friday mornings from 915am -1100am  

For further information, please contact Susan Van Wyk, Hub Coordinator, Dallas Community 
Hub.Hours: Tuesday 9am-4.30pm, Thursday 8am-3.30pm, Friday 8am-3.30pm Tel 9309-1181 
or Fatima Ghazzaoui-Hub Coordinator, Wednesday 8am-2.30 pm  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=healthy+breakfast+images+cartoons&view=detailv2&&id=10F1F7E876A3B260BB5272C9ECF4A0CAA383B79C&selectedIndex=3&ccid=2npD1CkV&simid=608002116861954015&thid=OIP.Mda7a43d42915e93b02c40e6071ff2cbfH0
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