
NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Valerie Karaitiana     

Assistant Principals: Mrs. Anne-Maree Grozdanoski & Mrs Ameera Hassanein 

Telephone: 9309 1181 Website: www.dallasps.vic.edu.au 

Email: dallas.brooks.cps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Vision: “For our students to be literate, numerate, creative, safe 
and happy” 

Term 1  Issue 4 2020 

PRINCIPAL TEAM 

NEWS 
PRINCIPAL TEAM COLUMN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 9 

27th March End of Term 2:30pm dis-

missal 

 

 

Please note the following whole 

school events in week 9 have been 

cancelled: 

 

23rd March Harmony Day 

27th March 3-6 Cross Country 
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COVID-19 Communication  

Over recent weeks, the world, Australia and GK have faced an unprecedented chal-

lenge with the emergence of COVID-19. Nations, governments and businesses 

(including schools) are responding to a dilemma that does not have a rule book.  We 

are managing the outcome of this pandemic with a sincere level of calm readiness. 

Our role as a school, and as a community, is to face the issues head on with kind, 

respectful and consistent support.   We have put measures in place to ensure that 

our staff and students can maintain a sense of normality each day while remaining 

vigilant in keeping each other safe and healthy.  Due to the social distancing re-

strictions we have had to cease one to one instruction such as literacy intervention 

and counselling.   Explicit education about hygiene is being delivered by teachers, 

with  Department posters visible around the school.  Unfortunately, we are unable to 

purchase hand sanitizer from our regular suppliers and are therefore relying on soap 

and cold water for hand cleanliness.   

 

Recent Government advice around event cancellation of numbers exceeding 500 

people has caused us to cancel our Harmony Day Celebrations and any assemblies 

until further notice.  There is talk about the need for schools to be closed for a period 

of time in a measure to slow down the potential spread for the virus. Any decision 

regarding school closure will come from the Department of Education. If school clo-

sure is advised it could come at short notice. We are in preparation mode should this 

be the case with staff considering how we can best support families at such a time. 

For now it is business and usual.  Our transition to the online Compass Platform will 

assist us in the event of a school closure.  

 

In light of the measures being put in place regarding COVID-19, the following infor-

mation is especially important. When your child gets sick, keeping them home from 

school can help them recover faster. It also helps prevent any contagious illnesses 

from spreading to other children in the school, which is critical to keeping everyone as 

healthy as  possible.  

 

If your child is unwell, has persistent coughing, appears to present as being unwell, 
has vomited during the night or that morning or requires medication for being unwell, 
we ask you to keep them at home. We make no assumption that they have COVID-
19, just that they are unwell and home to speed up health recovery.   

 

http://www.dallasps.vic.edu.au
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We will continue to provide you with updates via FlexiBuzz  and Compass .  

We thank the whole community for their understanding during this time, and appreciate everyone’s support 
and understanding as we chart the weeks ahead.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW ENROLMENTS 

New enrolments welcome Foundation to Year 6 - Enrolments for 2020 are now being accepted.  

Please see office staff for details of enrolment. 

CHANGE OF DETAILS 

Please inform the School Office if any personal details change. It is important that if telephone 

numbers change that the school can contact parents and guardians. Likewise, if emergency con-

tacts alter please inform us. If you want someone to pick up your child, please ensure you have 

informed the school in person so that person can be added to the emergency list for picking up 

your child. 

CSEF – APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 

APPLY NOW:    CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund) applications available at the office.    

If you have a current, Health Care Card or Concession Card please see us to complete your form 

OFFICE NEWS 

Respect     Pride    Trust     Perseverance  

KINDERGARTEN NEWS  

 

.Kindergarten places are still available – for enrolments please contact Kirti at the office of the North-

ern Schools Early Years Cluster 93061662 

 

As we near the end of Term One it is wonderful to reflect on the many gains made by the children 

already this year. These include:  

 

Being able to settle confidently at the start of the session 

Developing independence with routines, looking after belongings and self-care 

Learning about healthy food and drink options 

Developing trusting relationships with teachers and educators 

Feeling confident to fully explore the indoor and outdoor environments 

Being able to follow directions and communicate needs, interests and learning 

Building friendships with peers and developing skills to engage in social interactions 

Developing a sense of belonging to the group 

 

We look forward to continuing these achievements next term and wish all families a safe and happy 

term break.  



 

 

 

During Reading sessions, students have been engaging with the letters S, M, A and T. Students have 

been identifying the initial sound of words and matching them to the correct letter.  

 

 

 

 

During numeracy, students are continuing to practice counting from 0 to 10 through songs, rhymes and books. 

Students are beginning to explore patterns and have been using concrete materials to make a pattern and 

complete a friend’s pattern. 

 

 

 

 

Foundation students are continuing to explore our new topic on Marvellous Me. They have been practising re-

sponding to our big question, “What makes me, me?” and have been able to identify what they are good at 

and why. Students have also been engaging in our outdoor courtyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we approach the end of the term, the Foundation teachers are proud to see how far the students have 

come with their learning. We hope to see the same enthusiasm and pride next term. 

FOUNDATION 
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LITERACY 

NUMERACY 

INQUIRY 



 

 

 

The Year 1 students have continued to develop and grow their literacy skills. We have continued to look at 

the vocabulary that we use in our reading and writing. Students have explored adjectives that are used to 

describe how things look and feel. In Developmental Play students used the Kimochi’s to explore their feel-

ings and practise expressing their emotions using mirrors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In maths students built on their learning about collecting data and using this to create graphs. Students had 

an amazing time using their own Smarties to sort and show how they can collect data. They then graphed 

and compared the colours and the number of smarties they found in each of their packets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR ONE 
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LITERACY 

INQUIRY 

NUMERACY 



 

 

 

In literacy, students have had an introduction to letter writing. They have written a letter to their teachers 
and classmates about their strengths. Students are beginning to recognise the structure of a letter, and are 
attempting to include a question to their reader. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In mathematics, students are investigating the connection between addition and subtraction. They are 
showing addition and subtraction on a number line. Students are also working on collecting and displaying 
data. They created a question, surveyed their peers and collected responses using tally marks. Students 
then displayed their data in a bar graph. 
 

 

 

 

 

In inquiry, students are interviewing each other about their strengths. They have developed questions and 
explored ways to elicit more information from their interviewee. Students have worked on recording their 
interviews to document responses. 
 
We wish everyone a safe and happy break and look forward to seeing you back next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR TWO 
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LITERACY 

INQUIRY 

NUMERACY 



 

 

 

In literacy we are learning about figurative languages, including similes, metaphors and idioms. Students have 
been exploring the meanings of various figurative languages and how these engage readers. In Writing, we 
are currently working on narrative stories, and students have been planning their own writing pieces, includ-
ing the characters, setting, problem and solution. Students are encouraged to use figurative languages in 
their writing pieces too. 
 
Please encourage your child to read each night, and to complete the weekly homework. Students can also 
engage in Literacy Planet activities at home. 

 

 

 

 

We are learning about fractions. Students had fun representing fractions in multiple ways, including using 
pattern blocks, number sticks and fraction pies. Students are also challenged to count by various fractions.  
 
At home, it is important for students to review all the topics that we have learned so far, including additions 
and subtractions, money, lengths and capacities. Mathletics provides fun educational games and students are 
always encouraged to have a go at various activities on it. 
  

 

 

 
This term our inquiry topic is What Keeps Us Well. Many students have collected some forms of information 
of their lines of inquiry. They will be choosing their favourite ways to communicate their learning with others 
and celebrating their products in the portfolio. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR THREE 

Respect     Pride    Trust     Perseverance  

LITERACY 

INQUIRY 

NUMERACY 



 

 

During Writing sessions, students have been learning structure of a paragraph by following Hamburger Model. 

Students enjoyed rereading their writing pieces and improving their paragraphs by adding missing elements. 

                                

During Reading Sessions, students were engaged in identifying and pronouncing different consonant sounds. 

Students have been exploring different texts to find main idea and supporting details. 

            

 

 

During Numeracy sessions, students were measuring volume of different shapes. They were engaged in build-

ing shapes of different volumes. Students have been using different strategies to solve addition and subtrac-

tion problems. 

               

 

 

 

In Inquiry, students have been using learnt research skills to find relevant information for their projects.  

Students has been exploring different sources to gather information and enhance their knowledge of inquiry 

topic.  

YEAR FOUR 
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LITERACY 

INQUIRY 

NUMERACY 



COMMUNITY HUB 
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 News from the Hub                                                              

 

Playgroup 

 Playgroups are on a Monday and Tuesday. The morning sessions are from 10 am -11.30am and after-
noon sessions from 12.30-2.00pm 
 
Conversational English Class 

Free English Classes are run on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.15-12.15pm. 
 

Building Solutions 

• Solutions to all your parenting questions. 

• In Arabic 

• Starting on Thursday 13/02/20 from:9.15am-12.15pm 

Limited childcare available 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
All children in the school are invited to attend breakfast club at the hub on a Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday morning from 8.15 am -8.45am. 
 
Craft Club 

On Friday mornings from 915am -1100am  

For further information, please contact Susan Van Wyk, Hub Coordinator, Dallas Community 
Hub. Hours: Tuesday 9am-4.30pm, Thursday 8am-3.30pm, Friday 8am-3.30pm Tel 9309-1181 
or Fatima Ghazzoui-Hub Coordinator, Wednesday 8am-2.30 pm  

Tel:  9309-1181  Ext: 112 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=healthy+breakfast+images+cartoons&view=detailv2&&id=10F1F7E876A3B260BB5272C9ECF4A0CAA383B79C&selectedIndex=3&ccid=2npD1CkV&simid=608002116861954015&thid=OIP.Mda7a43d42915e93b02c40e6071ff2cbfH0

